LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
the Chief Baron of the Exchequer as the persons he
intended to suggest to the King and to whom he desired
the Chancellor to deliver the Great Seal.
Ponsonby, with a keen eye to his own interests, was at
that time actively occupied in endeavouring to retain his
seat in the House of Commons though Chancellor of
Ireland, and Charles Long was of opinion that he intended
to remain in London for the discussion of his case. His
behaviour to Lord Redesdale was outwardly friendly and
courteous, but from his subsequent conduct it is difficult
to avoid the suspicion that Lord Clare's " malevolent
knave" had a share in the appointment of the Commis-
sioners. He had been plotting and scheming for advance-
ment for many years and the Lord Chancellorship of
Ireland was a prize worth having at all costs, even if the
cost included the public humiliation of a man in failing
health, universally respected by the best elements in Irish
life, who had served his King with such ability and whole-
hearted devotion. When it suited his purpose, George
Ponsonby spared no one.
The Chancellor had already announced in his Court
that he could only hear such causes as had been in part
discussed before him and such motions as were of an urgent
nature as his continuance in office would not be of long
duration. On the receipt of Lord Spencer's letter, how-
ever, he was anxious to resign immediately, but Marsden
was of opinion that he could not do so until the Com-
missioners were appointed, as the Great Seal must not be
put out of operation. Lord Hardwicke, therefore, urged
him to remain at his post for the present. The omission
of Lord Norbury's name from the list of Commissioners
excited great surprise and was regarded by his lordship
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